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BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of 
the original documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images may include (but are not limited to): 

• BLACK BORDERS 

• TEXT CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

• FADED TEXT 

• ILLEGIBLE TEXT 

• SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

• COLORED PHOTOS 

• BLACK OR VERY BLACK AND WHITE DARK PHOTOS 

• GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 



As rescanning documents will not correct images, 
please do not report the images to the 
Image Problem Mailbox. 



In Re: 

Serial No: 10/624,343 

Filed: 

For 



The Commissioner of Patents 
and Trademarks 
Washington, D-C 20231 



Sir: 

Kindly permit Christopher E. Kondradd, JoAnn Sb^u^Ronald H^ll^da 
Bwvro. lem^Flynn, Shidrokh Sharifi-Tafreshi, Rhiannon Shaub, Adnenne Young, or 
^^epreLS of Specialized Patent Services to inspect and make copies m the 
above noted matter. 




Date: 



02 *d 09S-OKI 



IKQlbd Q32inUID3dS WdSS:£ £002'6 'd3S 



EE: 




. Pear Customer:. • 

• • • 

"We are unable to complete your order due to the following reason: 

• • • 

The official Sling receipt has not been issue for this application. Thereforea the electronic 
data base do es not coni ain sufficient information to provide a certified jcopy of the patent 
application requested. Enclosed yon will find a copy of ^he Official Gazette Notice dated 
June 10, 1997 5 re min ding customers not to' order certified copies nntil the Sling receipt is 
received. 

• Please resubmit your request when you have received your official filing receipt from the 
Office, . • 

' If you have any questions concerning this notice, please call Customer Service at 
(703) 308-9726, or by 3TAX at (703) 308-7048. 



Office of Public Record . 
Customer Service Division 



• changes Xxi Practice In supplying 
certified Copies And Filing Receipts 

3r man y years, all newly filed patent applications were microfilmed 
te ~afcenfc and Trademark Office (PTO) after all required- parts _ of the • 
ications were received- Since a- certified copy of an application- was 
lied from the microf ilm record, when available, the certified copy 
cally included a copy of the signed oath/declaration required by 37 

1 63 ' Recently, however, the PTO began phasing out the old 
ofilm -process in favor of a new electronic patent Image Capture 
em (PICS) . Under the PICS, newly filed patent application papers are . 
cally scanned and an electronic image file is saved in a secure 
iconic ' data base which is accessible only to certain authorized PTO_ 
Levees. In addition, instead of waiting until any required, but 
-ina parts of the applications are- received,- the scanning will taxe 
-a as soon as the applications are found' to meet the minimum 
^rements for granting a filing date under 37 CP* 1 53(b) This , 
ris that these newly filed applications may be scanned before basic 
iag fees and/or oaths/declkrations are received. • 

During the initial pilot phase, a small percentage of newly filed patent 
.lications were both microfilmed under the old process and optically 
mned using the new PICS to test the scanning process, After the 
tial pilot confirmed the viability of the PICS system,, new • 
Plications, have- been either scanned or microfilmed, and the Office 
ms to increase the percentage of applications beinc£. scanned until all 
*iv filed patent applications are scanned and no applications are 
-tofiUned The PICS system should be fully implemented by the end of . 
fSST The new Electronic data base is presently being used to supply 
ctified copies of newly filed patent, applications, if the electronic . 
ta base contains the particular patent application for which a 
rtified copy is requested. 

in conjunction with the implementation of the PICS, the Of f ice of 
itial Patent Examination' (PIPE) has instituted new procedures for 

suincr filing receipt notices to all new patent applications that meet 
ie minimum requirements for granting" a filing date under 37 CPR 

53(b) Previously, a filing receipt was issued only after the patent 
plication met all requirements necessary for the application to begin _ 
lamination. Thus, the issuance of the filing receipt (and the " 
brrespondin'g. notification of granting of the foreign filing license) 
as delayed whenever either a "Notice Of Omitted Item(s)" or a "Notice 

0 Pile Missing Parts" was mailed in the application. Under OIPE's new 
xocednres, the PTO will begin issuing filing receipts at the time a 
etermination is made that the application meets the minimum 
eguirements to receive a filing date. The filing receipt will provide 
he same bibliographic information as before when the information -is 
vailable in the application as filed. A "Notice Of Omitted Item(s)" or 

1 "notice To File Missing Parts, " if needed, will be mailed separately, 
lamination of. the application will not begin until all the required 
>arts {e.g., filing fee and oath/declaration) are received. 37 CFR 
..53(e)(1). • * 

as a result of the abovk changes in practice, 'applicants may notice that 
a certified copy supplied by the PTO of a newly filed patent application 
nay or may not include a copy of the signed oath or declaration, . 
depending on when the oath or declaration was filed m' the PTO and on 
whether the application was scanned or microfilmed. Applicants are 
reminded, however, that a copy of the signed oath or declaration is not 
required to comoly with the requirements of the Pans Convention.- Copies . 



http://-www.uspio^gov/w^^ 



, in Copes andlleceipts - OGDate: 10 June 1997 

• . • 

« *AT*rt after the application filing date, e.g., an 
-ividual papers ^^^^™ e ^en1=> will be supplied separately . 
taxation or a gfJ^^S 37 CPR 1.19(b) (3) - I* a . 

equest at the ^"^ate unSer 37 1.182" is granted, a new 

on for a later filing date £ the application 

. receipt will ^ ed Sll include both the 
.ed after ^f.^f^Se origlna^Lposit date as well as the 
SaSSTS^S- ^ later o £ the application. 

" ord er to "further reduce ^^^^^SL r^Se^ of 37* 
fied copies, ^ e ^^"^^l' for parent of eitheTtne basic 

1.53 td) 11) , . td) .12) and 1.59 for p ym ^ eppaj.cation before 

lg fee or the P^^^l^^brprbvided by the EH. Effective 
:opies of the^ap plicat Pgj * ^ provided by ^ PT0 

iiately, copies of an ^^T^hout. regard to whether the basic- 
request at the ^^.^^^tent^Sn fee .has been paid in .the 
dg fee or the processing ^f^J^on wiil now be provided without 
iSation. ^* .^-S-SS fee or the processing and retention 

rd to whether the b ; sl °/^?/S e °or the processing and retention, 
has been paid, the bas *\f^*; J|^L application, if any claim for ■ 
must still be paad " a P^J 0 ^" 1 ^ 365(c) based oh tbat 
if its under 35 U.S. c. • ' ^iied copending nonprovisional 

■ication is »ade in a ^f^^L to L made under 35 
Lication. 37 OTR 1-7B <*' Ji' * e^ig provisional patent . 
iS^iTSi. S5S SaSJT*" SSK^X**. paid in provisional 
lication. 37 CER 1.78(a) (3)- ' 

appiicants are also reminded ^ «^ f« «rtili^d co|ies ot 
SSlS^E^ oSres^ondenoe aSdreS provided in tfce application, 
ling receipt is received. 

i-maii address: certdiv6uspto.gov. 

BRUCE A. LBHMftN 

fey 13, 1997 "Assistant secretary of commerce and 

CoimnSsioner of Patents and Trademarks 



